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Mr. Toshimitsu Motegi, Foreign Minister 3 July 2021 

 

                   

 Manabu Sakuta, Chairperson,  

Japan Society for Tobacco Control, General incorporated 

 

The Japanese Ambassador to Bangladesh, Naoki Ito, has asked the Finance Minister 

of Bangladesh, Mustafa Kamal, to reduce taxes on the Japanese tobacco industry. 

 

However, this action violates Article 5.3 of the WHO Framework Convention on 

Tobacco Control (FCTC) and its guidelines. The Campaign for Tobacco-Free Kids in the 

US notified us of this problem. 

 

The tobacco industry interference index has been issued since 2015, and has also been 

published in the Tobacco Control magazine.  If you look at this index, Japan 

maintains among the worst scores each year, partly due to actions like those of the 

Japanese Ambassador.  

 

In sum, the Japanese ambassador is violating the WHO Framework Convention on 

Tobacco Control, and it is legally impossible for him to work with or to otherwise act in 

the interest of the tobacco industry. 

   

We kindly thank you for your cooperation in dealing with this matter. 

 

We remit this letter with the documentary evidence. 

 

Document 1) A copy of the letter from Ambassador Naoki Ito to Finance Minister Mustafa Kamal 

Document 2) 2019 tobacco industry interference index, Japan 
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